
By Fax/Special Messenger

Government of Pakistan
Ministry of Information Technology

(IT & Telecom Division)
IT'F'F'I:E

No.2-30/ 2003-DT Islamabad, the 4o' Aprrl2007

Subiect: RESPONSE OF MOIT TO PTA CONSULTATIVE PAPER ON REVIEW OF
MOBILE VIRTUAL NETWORK OPERATORS (MVNOs) FRAMEWORK.

Reference PTA's consultative paper for the review of MVNO framework issued
by the Authority, vide circular No. 8-31/05/WLL&M /WA dated 20ft March 2006.

2. PTA had come up with the policy mandated governing framework for
operation of MVNOs services, through the afore-mentioned circular after a similar
consultation in 2006. Ministry of IT had submitted its comprehensive response, to the initial
consultation paper, in the form of guideline letter No. 2-30/2003-DT dated 17ft March 2006
(.opy annexed). However a need for review of the issued framework was felt which has led
to the issuance of the fresh consultation paper. Ministry had on several occasions
communicated the need for bringing the framework in line with the best practice adopted for
operation of MVNOs around the world.

3. After going through the fresh consultative paper/ dr#t framework, Ministry of
IT appreciates the efforts and study carried out by PTA for a wholesome review of the
existing framework. All provisions of the MoIT's earlier guidelines have also been given due
consideration.

4. The adapted new framework will dynamically cater for the needs of the
prospective investors in this segment according to the facilitative spirit of the Policy. MVI{O

,w%,,
(MUDASSAR HUSSATN)

Director (Telecom Wireless)

Encl: (as above)

Chairmaru
Pakistan Telecommunication Authority,
Islamabad. 
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Copy to:- Secretary Cabinet Division,Islamabad I 'y'

Director (WLL & M), PTA HQs, Islamabad 
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autholizecl PT'A to prcpareia .lotailect frameworl< rrncler.which ttl* trt,rlrit" fV"r*o.t
I

uPerators (rcferr:cr ' l  to aq MNOs), woult l  bc pclrni l ted to lravc cor' .rercial' ] i
arrangenlents wi[ l ' r  olhcri ' ] l rrvtpatries,ro ait as fukrlr i lc,Vir:tual Nctwor.k Operat"ors
({VlVNOs). Accorrlitrgly, l' ' l '$ had [o cc)ftle up witfi the llorrclrirrg [r;u'ewor:k, witlri', f
lvlNrc rights'.^tl rlbligatio'i;, for oPeratiirn r.rf ser..vir:cli Ir_yr ]\{[\l)s rarirhi, t,;vo year..s
of tlrtr. issuance of t[ri: I'olicyi l']ublic r-onsrdtation {or thc subject fran'rcwtlrl:, blsecl o.
lwo lnodeLs, was flonlctl t't1'lt't:n r1111[rr-1<]1ri11g the l"ccornnrenclation for actoption ol: ,r
r; iurplc rcsetl ler/distr ibrtc,r j t111.,,, .  . l '  1r1116fqfr (Categor:y l l  o{ t lre r lra[t Cr.rr.rsult;rt i . ,rr:

I
t

I

i '

iAltel' g,oing'ttlorrg;h the cotrsultati.rre l.,apcr:/clraft flarneworl<, lVlinistr.y
of I'.1 rec.;uests IrrA to otrsq,rvr: p.ric1, p;uidr:li^er; entailing that anlr fra*er,vrr:[< krr:
lvlvNO shoulcl inter-alia trlsir include MNo r'ights, obligations a.ncl girleral pr.i'cilrles
;is giveu belorq. i :

. i
'  ' i : 1  "  

'
i )  I i t "egttctr t :yfr+Ptlctr :rrrrr ,  heiog a l rat iorral  : ;car.cc rcsol l l .c. ,  l r i rs l - ;cc;1

nl l loc'ak,.  l , - l i i  l l . ; . , . , ' ,o, . ,  I  t  lnrr-r l l  ,  t , , " , , . . . . i: -.::":l:::u 'ri Ljr:enscrr yNlOj,tlrrough aucrion pfocclr$ ancl tlreir: rigtr1{ t l t  l l r i r ; . sp l , , : t , : r rn r  i r  i r rdc fcas i l , [ t :  a r r r l  c i11111s1 l r r :  r l i l t r l r_ . i l .  l t ; r t J rc r .Mlto; 
i iltlty. 

.11u" cotturrercial o,,o'tg,"r,r"tt, triin lviVNIOs,
corltplyin g rwi th J iccnsc,-rbli ga tions [,,,r: suci scal:ce r.eso r *.ce.'

. ii) *:i::']1::l:l'l,l.,i1royris'r f.' Ivtl/Nto strorrlcl bc .lter:rcrt rt'o.;,,h .rr
al]pJ:opriatqly designecl ternplale {or a riepar:atc catep.or_y. r,vitlrir,r'  (j l i ir;i l_iccr,ii i,g I'r an,";r;t 'r; l; i l 

' '

i i i )  Al l , i- t .1,-r,.rrr i .  rr. , , t jc,rr ir l  l ;ecr.rr i t) ,  r,r l t l rr irr_.nrcntl;  ; ,ppl icablc kr t lxr MN(j l ; ,

l.,rtfl trcjrkk.p
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ir) sirnilar to h{Nos, the MVNIJ Class licensc ternplate should be on
national basis, in the inierest of ease of enforcernent ancl respecting

v)

,vii i)

( ' l rairmarr,

Irakir; tan'l'elecommunica l.iorr
IsLarrrabacl. , :  i  . i

vi)

vii)

in)

,x)

MNO. iu t i sd ic t io r i . ' : , '
f

lhe,level df upfront/reculring fee lor NlVjrlos Lrc lcept tr-r a
minirnum lbvel. Upfront f<rei may not exceed USD :10,000 (l-t.
benchmark); Minirnal annual ftecurring charges be definecl in the
te t r rp la te .  i  ,  , l  ,  , '  ,
other anntrirl currtribtrtions (l{"t;D anr{ uslr) slrould.,be pa;,abls
l"hrotrgh l.'arbtrt MNOs" Details nlrout consolidation ancl oPerational
rnechanisrn [o be lixerl irl the teurplate.

r ;

I'ltc seol-'e ()f [he tvtvNo olrcratit'r.rs uftouful t,c lcft to Llrc [c'urs
agr:eec{ orr a.cornnrercia[ l:asis betweerr MNIos autl rhe N4VNos
bascc[ on MIZNO tenrplatc inrlrespcctive business case.

NlurnLrer.inglco.lec atrtl hl,rcl<s lre isitrctl jrr atlr,irrrcc [q] iVJNOs [ol
assig,runcnt io MVNos. San-te wjll lre kcpt irr trust ancl nunrbcrirrg
lees will accfue once the blo<:k gel.s activatecl by MVNO through the
MNo. i

l
MVlIor sJrpulcl be alloweci roorn Lor establishing blancl tfrrough
codcs anrl l:lockli, brandinl; sltvts arrtt offering ilRs for service
cIiffcirnti4tiorr.

! .

MVNO shoy-rld be lesponsiblc {or cr-rstomer acqtrisition, {:rl$tolilcJl
lnanagernerit and service prorrisioning within ttre cornnrercial terrrm

, xi) r MVNOs shoulcl be ''' allor,ved to use only parelt ,MNO's
h rter-ccrnnect/ roan ril rg fl rrflnllernerrts.

: i . '  l ) ' [ 'A'r; . :*trggcsL,i,- l  fratnevvor' l< lor MVNO:i bc irnpruvctl irr t l ic l ight; sf. i

I ,alrovi: guiclt'lirres closing. [ht: r:olrsultativc l,)r(]c(::jrj. NIVNIO Leginre bnt f-inaliz:r:c[

a.:cor,di irgly[ttr.al1| loul1C(lrnjnt, irrtr.ot1uctiorian.l i trrplctnt:ntatior.I ly 'subrri l t t i rrgt lre
l r

1irralJ.rartren,olktoIVIirr ist l :yt l f l ' t .please,
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Authority,
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\ r ' '- L'oP1' 1o'- Secletar'y, Cabiiret Divjsiorr, Islamabad
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